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MINERS’ PROMISE — WESTERN AUSTRALIA RESOURCE WORKERS’ LEGACY SCHEME 

Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 
HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [11.25 am]: I seek 
leave to make a ministerial statement. By way of explanation, I indicate that it is about mine safety. I felt that it 
would have seemed contrived had I read it out during ministerial statements earlier, so I seek leave to do it now. 

Leave granted. 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: I thank the house for leave. This statement was prepared before I knew about the 
motion today. 

I want to draw to the house’s attention the creation of a new charitable non-government organisation that has 
been established to support the families of deceased persons who work in the resources industry. The Western 
Australia Resource Workers’ Legacy Scheme Incorporated, to be known as Miners’ Promise, offers immediate 
financial support and pastoral care following a death, regardless of where the death has occurred. This has been 
the aspiration of Helen Fitzroy since the tragic death of her husband, Steve, 19 years ago in a mining accident at 
Norseman. Helen has written a book titled Just a Number, which is an account of her life bringing up three 
young children on her own. Helen is the deputy chair of the Miners’ Promise board. 

For $4 a week, mineworkers and oil and gas workers can become members of Miners’ Promise, which is an 
independent not-for-profit organisation, registered under the Associations Incorporation Act of Western 
Australia, that will provide, immediately after the death of a member, financial assistance of up to $50 000 to 
assist the family in meeting immediate financial needs. As Helen Fitzroy points out in her book, this is the time 
when those left behind are most vulnerable. Miners’ Promise will also provide arms-length pastoral care to assist 
the family to function as normally as possible immediately following the fatality. 

For $4 a week, members of Miners’ Promise could receive the following assistance: professional legal and 
financial support and advice; commitment to education and personal development; emergency domestic care and 
support; and approved home and garden maintenance. Members may also be entitled to additional services, 
including a will program, financial planning services, volunteer support services, family legal support services, 
psychological trauma services and a death benefit fund to assist with funeral expenses of up to $5 000. 

It is worthy to note that around 60 per cent of Australians die intestate, and that can often prove to be 
problematic when managing the estate of a deceased person. Emphasis will be placed on the children of 
members of Miners’ Promise so that they receive additional support to help make up for the loss of a parent. 

Miners’ Promise is similar to the Australian Defence Force Legacy and the WA Police Legacy but has been 
developed to take into consideration the unique characteristics of the resources sector. Miners’ Promise has as its 
first executive director Peter Browne, who ran the WA Police Legacy for seven years until his retirement in 
2009. Peter brings a wealth of experience to his new job. Peter was a defence Legacy ward himself and has a 
good understanding of the importance of such an organisation to families. 

Several important but intangible benefits of Miners’ Promise include the creation of a community of interest for 
families who have had a member die. This is a significant feature of the defence legacy and the WA Police 
Legacy, which have family groups providing support to those in need. The other benefit is that Miners’ Promise 
will reinforce the safety message that safety should apply at work, on the roads and at home. Safety does not stop 
at the mine gate and is the responsibility of all employers and employees. 

I am aware that some members of the house were briefed as Miners’ Promise was being developed, and 
expressed great interest in the concept and were very supportive. Yesterday a media statement was released by 
Miners’ Promise, and today I seek leave to table a copy of the release. 

[See paper 2134.]  

Consideration of the statement be made an order of the day for the next sitting, on motion by Hon Ed Dermer.  
 


